alliance inflexibility is that the crisis series of the Cold War was maintained so long that multiple "natural" forces eroded the "tight blpolarity" of the early post World War 11
era. There was, in other words, time provided for the relaxation of the international system structure into a somewhat less dangerous but more complex form.
The foregoing statements about the outcome of the cold war crisis series of the post World War II period should not invite the conclusion that the danger of World War III now is passed. The argument is different; it is being said only that the outbreak of general war now cannot be connected (Meadows et.al., 1972 
